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  MESSAGE FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

DAVID HARRIS 
 

ñThe grass withers and the flower fade, but the word of our God stands forever.ò  Isaiah 40:8 

 

Growing up, this verse was regularly recited at church after reading of scripture during worship.  It reminds me of 
many things:  Godôs strength and omnipresence and our own mortality, along those we know.  Our Country, our State, 
and our City have been in mourning during July.  We have had tragic events across the Country and State that have 
ripped off old wounds and created new ones.  Locally, Balcones Heights lost two Civic Leaders, Mayor Pro Tem Linda 
Pohl and Retired Assistant Police Chief Robert ñBobbyò De La Garza.   
 

Mayor Pro Tem Pohl had lived in Balcones Heights since 1967. She loved her community, her neighbors, City staff, 
her chosen family, and her family.  She was a retired employee of the Federal Court System and 
taught Criminal Justice in college.  Linda and her late husband loved travel and hiking all over the 
world. She was a staunch advocate of treating people fairly and was always open to a lively      
debate.  She was a champion for the Cityôs Master Plan and redevelopment of the city to include 
its redevelopment.  For this, Council and staff thanks you for your vision and leadership.  We also 
thank you for hosting the annual staff/Council Holiday luncheon.  Oh wait, she told me I was not 
supposed to mention that to anyone! 
 

Bobby De La Garza was born in Laredo, but got here as soon as he could.  He grew up in Balcones Heights and    
befriended late Chief of Police Bob Pryor.  As a child, Bobby told me he used to ride along with 
the Chief and helped him catch speeders on Fredericksburg Road.  They used a box that    
had tubes that would be strung across Fredericksburg and would measure the speed of the 
speeder. From there, Bobbyôs ñjobò was to remove the tube connected with the box, run back 
to the car, then the chase was on!  He shared this with me after a few months after I arrived at 
the City.  He spoke of the love he had for the community, its people, and his fellow employees.  

After Bobby retired, he continued working in the background, conducting background checks and helped run our red 
light traffic enforcement program, a program he help establish.  Bobby had an ability to see the strength in leaders 
and to encourage it. He even challenged me to be a better leader. 
 

Bobby was met with many challenges in life, the last of which took his life.  But Bobby always had a smile and loved 
people.  He was a consummate optimist.  He always had a sweet and kind word to pass along.  He was encouraging.  
He had soul.  He was a friend to all.  He was a peacemaker.  
 

This month, we lost two big leaders in our community.  Linda and Bobby will be remembered for the ways they 
touched each and every one of us, let alone their humanity and love for others.  They also demonstrated something 
bigger:  Our service and our existence is striving to better understand the other person as a person and treat he or 
she as they wish to be treated.  In short, they tried their best to live the Golden Rule.   
 

May their memories be a blessing. 

 

A Memorial Service for Bobby De La Garza will be held Saturday, August 6 from 12:30  p.m. ï 1:30 
p.m. at St. Gregory the Great Catholic Church, 700 Dewhurst Rd.  -  Reception immediately following 
at the Balcones Heights Justice Center -  3300 Hillcrest Dr. - 1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
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Linda Ann Pohl 
September 3, 1947 - July 4, 2016 

 
Linda passed away on Monday, July 4, 2016 at Cape Hatteras National      
Seashore in North Carolina. She was born on September 3, 1947 in        
Wilmington, DE to John and Alice O'Connor Wozniak. Linda was a  well-
respected councilwoman in the Balcones Heights community. She was    
currently serving as Mayor Pro Tem/City Councilwoman Place 1. Linda  had 
previously served two terms on City Council, Chaired the City's Board of  
Adjustments, and was a member of the City's Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion. Linda was retired from the U.S. District Court, Western District of TX, 

and was a retired professor of Criminal Justice, University of Phoenix. Linda and her husband, James, 
were avid hikers and backpackers. They both managed to hike 44 States prior to his passing in 2011. They 
were members of the Canyon Runner's Club-one of less than a dozen people who have rafted all of Big 
Bend's major canyons. Linda was preceded in death by her parents, husband, James H. Pohl, and          
her brothers, John and William Wozniak. She is survived by her daughter, Karen Fountain; and four grand-
children, Jason Fountain, Travis Fountain, Charles Stanush, and Kelly Ann Stanush.  
 

Many gathered at the memorial service and reception held in Lindaôs honor.  Friends and colleagues spoke 
of her loyalty to her friends, her compassion for the rights of others, and her ability to make things happen.   
 

Her daughter Karen eulogized her beautifully - ñThere are so many stories and things I could say. I am 
grateful for the example she was and the life she led. We have so many memories of her. Mom was an   
exceptional lady, hardheaded, stubborn, and outspoken, but with a heart as big as her adopted state for 
her friends and family. Herôs is an example of a life well-lived.  I miss her, we miss her and it is a place in 
our heart that cannot be filled.ò  - Karen Fountain  

 
 



 

 

  ROBERT ñBOBBYò DE LA GARZA 
      May 30, 1951 - July 12, 2016 
 

Robert de la Garza, born on May 30, 1951 in Laredo, Texas passed 
away Tuesday, July 12, 2016 in San Antonio, Texas.  He is preceded in 
death by his mother, Minerva N. de la Garza, his father, Carlos B. de la 
Garza and his brother, Daniel de la Garza.  He is survived by his     
brothers, Carlos A. de la Garza Jr., Raul R. de la Garza and his sister 
Elisa Cole; also by numerous nephews, nieces, their extended families 
and many friends.  He graduated from Thomas Jefferson High School in 
1969 and shortly after, began his illustrious career in law enforcement.  
Robert, also known as ñBobbyò to those closest to him, served in the  
Balcones Heights Police Department for 38 years, dedicating his life to 
the community.  During his tenure, he served as a Patrol Officer,        
Sergeant, Detective, Assistant Chief of Police and Interim Chief of      
Police, along with many other varying assignments.   
   

ñOur community has suffered a great loss with his passing.  He was        
a friend to many, always willing to give you the shirt off his back. He     
epitomized service above self.ò - Mayor Suzanne de Leon 
 

 

ñBobby was a real policeman's cop. Bobby was a great man and he will 
be truly missed. RIP Bobby! We love you brother!ò - Chief Darrell Volz 
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